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1 . Atoms
What is the charge on an atom that has an equal 
number of protons and electrons?

none (uncharged, neutral) 
2 . Diseases
With a name reminiscent of a type of poultry, what 
highly contagious, relatively mild disease 
characterized by an itchy rash occurs mainly in 
children younger than nine?

chickenpox 
3 . Round Trips
When the Lewis and Clark expedition began its return 
trip from the mouth of the Columbia River, their 
destination was what Midwest city that had been their 
point of departure?

St. Louis 
4 . Borrowed Words
We borrowed these words from what language?
  pumpernickel, seltzer, delicatessen,
  sauerkraut, kindergarten

German 
5 . Oceanographic Wonders
What stretches 2000 kilometers in the Coral Sea along 
Australia's northeastern coast and supports some 
10,000 species including 1500 types of fishes?

Great Barrier Reef 

6 . Novels
The novel, "So Far From the Bamboo Grove," recounts 
the story of a family forced to abandon its home in 
what peninsular Asian communist country and escape 
to Japan?

North Korea 
7 . Aviation
Unpowered flight using airfoils to create lift is called 
what?

gliding 
8 . Metals
Lodestone largely consists of what metallic element?

iron 
9 . Seas
What sea is west of Alaska?

Bering 
1 0 . Drainage
What is the term for a municipal drainage system 
designed to remove waste water?

sewer 
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1 . Precipitation
Sleet is most similar to what other form of 
precipitation common during the summer months?

hail 
2 . Algebraic Addition
Add 3z to the quantity (5z - 10).

8z - 10 
3 . Fantasy Schools
On what island created by Ursula Le Guin is there a 
school in which these teachers are found?
  Master Windkey, who teaches weather control
  Master Hand, who teaches illusions
  Master Herbal, who teaches healing
  Master Changer, who teaches transformation

Roke 
4 . Imaginative Signs
What word is missing from this punnish sign found at 
a planetarium?
  A cast of thousands - every one a ...

star 
5 . Medical Treatments
Injuries to which body system are most likely 
candidates for therapy involving traction?

skeletal system 

6 . Revolutions
During what century did the French Revolution take 
place?

18th 
7 . Coefficients
What are the coefficients in this expression?
  9(x squared) - 5xy + 2.5 + 4y

9, 5, 4 
8 . Kansas Settlement
In the mid-1800s, what American social problem 
prompted many people on both sides of the issue to 
relocate in Kansas?

slavery 
9 . Old Guys
Shigechiyo Izumi was born June 29, 1865 and died 
on September 21, 1986.  To the nearest year, how old 
was he?

121 
1 0 . Map Scales
A map scale indicates that 3/8 inch equals 100 miles.  
What is the distance between two towns that are 1 7/8 
inches apart on the map?

500 miles 
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1 . Insect Etymology
The name for what insect pest comes from the Spanish 
word, "cucaracha"?

cockroach 
2 . Grammar
What is the predicate noun in this sentence?
  An elephant is a mouse built to
  government specifications.

mouse 
3 . Prepositions
Identify any two prepositions beginning with the letter 
"u."

under, until, up, upon 
4 . Nouns
What is the function of the noun in this line?
  They ambled around the pasture.

object of the preposition 
5 . Body Systems
If you alphabetize the major body systems, which is 
first?

circulatory 

6 . Baseball Poetry
In "Casey at the Bat," when the score stood four to two, 
how many innings were left to play?

one 
7 . Aesop Says
The moral, "Do not trust flatterers," concludes a fable 
by Aesop that involves a fox and what kind of bird 
high in the branches of a tree with a piece of cheese in 
its beak?

crow 
8 . Art History
What adjective indicates art made by the original, 
indigenous people of Australia?

Aboriginal 
9 . Disaster Poetry
This poem was inspired by an eruption of what 
mountain?
  Dire forces vast, beyond
  the child-like mind of man to comprehend;
  such savage devastation, the foundation
  of the world, no matter how gaily apparitioned.
  The citizens of Pompeii came to see,
  to understand, if for one moment only,
  how slight the things of man.

Vesuvius 
1 0 . Ornithology
These are varieties of what kind of bird?
  surf scoters, oldsquaws, pekins,
  eiders, buffleheads, shovelers

duck 
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1 . Bicycle Physics
You blow up a bike tire with a pump.  As you build 
up pressure in the tire, the barrel of the pump 
becomes hot.  Why?

Compression of air produces heat. 
2 . Disunification
In 1991, fifteen republics that were formerly part of 
what nation became independent nations?

Soviet Union 
3 . Ore Calculations
If .4% of an ore is a valuable metal, how many pounds 
of waste are in each ton of this ore?

1992 
4 . Radicals
The square root of 29 falls between what two 
consecutive integers?

5, 6 
5 . Practical Math
How many fishing jigs costing twelve cents each can 
be purchased for the same price as two tickets to a 
baseball game costing $75 each?

1250 

6 . Meteorological Phenomena
They form over oceans in latitudes between 5 and 20 
degrees.  Air near the center rises and flows outward at 
upper levels.  Wind speed increases and when it 
reaches 120 kilometers per hour, the disturbance 
becomes what kind of storm?

hurricane 
7 . Political Slang
The spreading malicious, derogatory, or vicious 
statements about an opponent during a campaign is 
the slinging of what?

mud 
8 . Great Escapes
The Hebrew people settled in Canaan around 1200 
B.C. after escaping from slavery in what ancient land?

Egypt 
9 . Pilgrims
Name the cooper aboard the Mayflower who married 
William Mullens' daughter.

John Alden 
1 0 . Coin Tossing
When six coins are tossed, what is the number of 
possible outcomes?

64 
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1 . Anagrams
What anagram for "meteor" means "distant" or 
"secluded"?

remote 
2 . Ancient Regions
Gaul consisted of present-day France and parts of 
Germany and Switzerland.  It was a province of what 
ancient civilization?

Rome 
3 . Journalism
This is the beginning of what kind of newspaper 
article?
  The Cornville Journal-Herald recommends
  Josh Wannamaker for the House in the 22nd
  District.  He is a dedicated young advocate of
  defense preparedness and will do much to
  balance the current biases of the legislature.

editorialc (or endorsement) 
4 . Musical Instruments
The soft pedal of a piano has a similar effect as what 
device used with brass instruments?

mute 
5 . Poisoning
The mixture of activated charcoal, magnesium oxide, 
and tannic acid used to neutralize many poisons is 
called the universal what?

antidote 

6 . Weaponry
During what period in European history did warriors 
use weapons such as these?
  morningstar, war hammer, maul, longbow,
  crossbow, catapult, trebuchet, pike

Middle Ages (medieval) 
7 . Inventors
What man, who in 1835 received a patent in Europe 
for his revolver, received a similar patent in the U.S. a 
year later?

Samuel Colt 
8 . Latin American Leaders
By what common name do most people know the 
Latin American leader, Simon Jose Antonio de la 
Santisima Trinidad Bolivar y Palacios Ponte y Blanco?

Simon Bolivar 
9 . Captain's Quotations
What captain says this in a French novel?
  Strike, mad vessel!  Shower your useless shot!
  And then, you will not escape the spur of the
  Nautilus.

Captain Nemo 
1 0 . Figures of Speech
Restate this simile as a metaphor.
  My brother is like a beast.

My brother is a beast. 
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1 . Mathematical Reasoning
If A is less than B and C is less than D, then what is the 
relationship of A+C to B+D?

A+C is less than B+D 
2 . Completing Sentences
What is lacking in all these partial sentences?
  The president named
  Barry threw
  Nobody has ever photographed
  Paul spiked

direct objects 
3 . Spliced Proverbs
In this example of spliced proverbs, how does the first 
one ordinarily end?
  There is a good deal to be said for making hay
  while the iron is hot.

sun shines 
4 . Presidential Succession
Who is next in line after the vice president according 
to the Presidential Succession Act of 1947?

speaker of the House 
5 . Amphibians
The name for what stage in the development of frogs 
and toads was derived from the Middle English words 
"poll" meaning "head" and "wiglen" meaning "to 
wiggle"?

pollywog 

6 . Unconsciousness
An insufficient blood flow to the brain may lead to 
what temporary loss of consciousness?

fainting (blacking out, swooning) 
7 . People and Professions
These people were particularly skilled in what field?
  Pappy Boyington
  Wrong Way Corrigan
  Lone Eagle
  The Red Baron

aviation (flying, piloting) 
8 . Minerals
What metallic mineral consisting of iron and sulfur is 
most easily mistaken for gold?

pyrite 
9 . Phases of Matter
Oxygen can be converted to liquid form by applying 
sufficient pressure and by reducing what?

temperature 
1 0 . Skiing
Which joint is involved in about 45% of all skiing 
injuries?

knee 
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1 . Sound
What is the common term for a two-pronged resonator 
that produces a constant pitch?

tuning fork 
2 . Gemstones
These gemstones usually exhibit shades or tints of 
what primary color?
  lapis lazuli, sapphire, azurite, turquoise

blue 
3 . Computer Circuitry
An IC is a tiny electrical circuit built onto a 
microchip.  The "I" in "IC" stands for what?

integrated 
4 . U.S. Expansion
In the 1840s, the concept used to indicate that the U.S. 
had a natural right to acquire land in the west was 
called ---- destiny.

manifest 
5 . Line Postulates
Two lines in the same plane must either run parallel to 
each other or they must do what?

intersect (crisscross, meet, cross) 

6 . Ocean Land Forms
What organism builds these landforms?
  fringing reefs
  barrier reefs
  atolls

coral 
7 . South America
Name either of the two South American countries that 
extend farthest north.

Colombia,  Venezuela 
8 . Mechanics
Archimedes was speaking of what simple machine 
when he said this?
  Equal weights at equal distances are in
  equilibrium, and equal weights at unequal
  distances are not in equilibrium but incline
  towards the weight which is at the greater
  distance.

lever 
9 . Weather Maps
You will see the letters "H" and "L" at the center of 
concentric isobars on a weather map.  For what do 
these letters stand?

high and low (pressure) 
1 0 . Explorers
Who was the first navigator to return by ship to 
Portugal with a cargo of Indian spices?

Vasco da Gama 
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1 . Spelling Gaffes
What word should have been used in this actual 
newspaper headline?
  Illiteracy an Obstable, Study Finds

obstacle 
2 . Infestations
There are 1960 bedbugs in Mr. Crabtree's square 
hunting cabin.  Their density is 40 per square foot.  
What are the dimensions of the cabin?

7' x 7' 
3 . Allusions
This is an allusion to a story about what biblical 
character?
  Be an optimist - at least until they start
  moving animals in pairs to Cape Canaveral.

Noah 
4 . Stars
What yellow dwarf star is closest to the Earth?

Sun 
5 . Court Decisions
The Dred Scott decision of 1857 encouraged 
slaveowners and enraged what group of people who 
opposed slavery?

abolitionists 

6 . Sets
Bert has 77 baseball cards in his collection while 
Bertie has 143 in hers.  If 41 are duplicates, how many 
different cards are in both groups?

179 
7 . Ships
In 1861, at the command of Union Secretary of the 
Navy Gideon Wells, the keel of what famed ironclad 
was laid at Greenpoint, New York?

Monitor 
8 . Wars
In what war was General Santa Anna repeatedly 
defeated?

Mexican War 
9 . Solutions
What is illustrated in all these examples?
  -the spread of tea molecules from a tea bag
   throughout a cup of hot water
  -the smoke from a campfire disappearing
   into the air
  -carbon dioxide escaping from an open
   can of soda
  -the smell of perfume in the back of a room
   soon after a lady wearing it enters the front

diffusion 
1 0 . Math
What is the term for any quantity with a fixed value in 
mathematics?

constant 
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1 . Creature Poetry
These verses concern what legendary creature?
  Tibetan monks share colorful lore 
  Taking wide-eyed listeners from a valley floor
  To peaks in the sentinel Himalayas 
  So how could such holy men's tales betray us?
  A dark, furry creature's outline has been seen
  Startling climbers on mountains so serene
  Leaving bipedal footprints on pristine snow
  Stumping searchers who try to learn where
    they go. Yeti (Bigfoot, Abominable Snowman) 
2 . Algebra Vocabulary
Polynomials consist of a series of what kind of 
expressions?

monomials 
3 . Poetry
What literary device is used throughout this poem, 
"The Cloud"?
  I bring fresh showers for the thirsting flowers
  I sift the snow on the mountains below
  I am the daughter of Earth and Water
  And the nursling of the sky.

personif icat ion 
4 . Gold Mines
In what state is the Lost Dutchman gold mine 
supposedly located?

Arizona 
5 . Caravans
The greatest use of camel trains is associated with what 
desert?

Sahara 

6 . Astronomical Cycles
The saros is a cycle of the Earth-Moon-Sun system 
such that every 6585 days, these heavenly objects are 
in exactly the same position.  The saros roughly 
corresponds to a period of how many years?

18 
7 . Poetic Grammar
What part of speech is the first word in Edgar Allan 
Poe's "The Raven"?

adverb 
8 . State Admissions
What was the last U.S. state that borders the Atlantic to 
be admitted to the Union?

Florida 
9 . Stars
What is the term for enormous collections of stars 
bound together gravitationally?

galaxies 
1 0 . Burns
What kind of burn will probably result from a brief 
contact with a hot iron?

first degree burn 
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1 . Atoms
An atom lacking one of its electrons has what 
electrical charge?

positive 
2 . Geological Evidence
Since glacial deposits and evidence of glacial erosion 
are found in tropical regions of South America, 
Africa, and India, this suggests these regions were 
once located farther in which cardinal direction?

south 
3 . Anthem Vocabulary
What word in the first verse of the U.S. national 
anthem means a type of fortification?

ramparts 
4 . Revolutions
With what revolution are these associated?
  spinning jenny
  steam engine
  flying shuttle
  mechanical loom
  cotton gin

Industrial Revolution 
5 . Prime Numbers
Twin primes are pairs of primes that differ by 2.  What 
are the next twin primes greater than 14?

17, 19 

6 . Multifarious Multiplication
Express as an Arabic number the product of the 
binary numeral 1010 and the Roman numeral XXIV.

240 
7 . Alternative Fuels
Production of gasohol depends largely on the ability 
of what microorganisms to convert carbohydrates into 
alcohol?

yeast 
8 . Nouns
Words such as shovel, sheep, and shale are concrete 
nouns.  What kind of nouns are words such as duty, 
democracy, and dread?

abstract nouns 
9 . National Symbols
What European country is symbolized by a windmill?

Netherlands (Holland) 
1 0 . Rulers
With what ancient civilization is King Tut associated?

Egyptian 


